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this out. We don’t need to, though. We have
the government.

Don’t get me started on HPV vaccine, and
how girls mostly get the virus from boys,
and boys from girls; but it’s only rec-
ommended for girls.

Whatever you do, don’t ask my opinion on
the recent, widely publicized estrogen re-
placement study. It reported the outcome of
giving a specific combination of mare’s urine
estrogen/progesterone pill to 64-year-old
women who were way past menopause with
no prior hormone replacement. Huge num-
bers of litigation conscious doctors withdrew
every form of hormone replacement from
virtually all of their female patients because
of this one. Our government thought it was
safe to take Prempro, and then, suddenly,
not safe at all.

I think it would be a good idea for our gov-
ernment to narrow its focus back to life, lib-
erty and the pursuit of happiness. To me
that means keeping us safe and free and
unbothered with expensive nonsense, paid for
with our tax dollars.

Maybe our nutrition scientists could spend
their time making sure there’s no poop in
the ground beef, and that the cows are dead
before they’re skinned. I know I'd sleep bet-
ter.

——————
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Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, on Feb-
ruary 28th, President Nursultan Nazarbayev of
Kazakhstan delivered his annual state of the
nation address entitled “New Kazakhstan in a
New World” which outlined the strategy of
Kazakhstan’s development for the next dec-
ade. The goals set forth in President
Nazarbayev’s speech serves as a roadmap for
the future and improve the quality of life for
the people of Kazakhstan.

In only a decade, Kazakhstan has achieved
impressive economic growth and developed a
strong framework of democratic government.
President Nazarbayev rightfully stated in his
speech that “We are no longer a country of
the Third World. This is the main result of our
work for the past 10 years.

Kazakhstan is now expected to double the
country’s gross domestic product by 2008 as
compared to the year 2000. Accordingly, the
GDP per capita has grown considerably,
reaching $5,000 dollars in 2006 with the fore-
cast of $6,500 dollars in 2007.

Kazakhstan’s stable economic development
has allowed the government to devote more
resources to social reforms. What is most im-
pressive are the measures to improve social
protection for motherhood and childhood, to
increase pensions, and to raise government
controlled wages. In other words, Kazakhstan
is not just offering a better future for its peo-
ple, but it is also securing its democracy on
the rich soil of economic and social prosperity.

Kazakhstan is blessed with abundant nat-
ural resources. However, Kazakhstan is not
going to rely upon those resources alone, real-
izing that only a diversified economy will give
this nation true independence and stability.
President Nazarbayev envisions Kazakhstan
as a “regional locomotive” of economic devel-
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opment and a successful player in the world
economy by raising the effectiveness of ex-
tractive industries, ensuring the development
of non-raw materials sectors, developing
modem infrastructure, implementing swift ad-
ministrative reform which takes into account
international practices, and promoting the
achievements and opportunities of a new
Kazakhstan in Central Asia and the world.
Central Asia needs and relies on Kazakhstan’s
leadership and strong presence that affirms
democratic ideas and fosters economic values
for the region.

Modernizing the political system in the re-
gion is among the most important goals, and
its achievement will ensure political stability for
the future. 1 will continue to monitor
Kazakhstan’s improvements in the coming
months, and | applaud their ability to move for-
ward with progressive reforms that will be of a
great benefit to the U.S.-Kazakhstan bilateral
relationship and to the people of Kazakhstan.

Kazakhstan’s policy of promoting tolerance
and inter-religious harmony among ethnic and
religious groups also has been recognized
internationally. Kazakhstan is making a con-
siderable effort to deal with religious diversity
in its country and in the region. In fact, all of
the world’s great religions are present and
thriving in Kazakhstan thanks to a climate of
tolerance and openness. For this reason, |
welcome President Nazarbayev’'s willingness
to “serve as an international intermediary for
finding mutually acceptable political solutions
for conflict situations [and] expanding and
deepening the dialogue of civilizations.”

The glowing sense of confidence that is por-
trayed in President Nazarbayev’s speech is a
direct reflection of the optimism of the Kazakh
people. | applaud President Nazarbayev’s vi-
sion and leadership in bringing Kazakhstan
into a new level of its progressive develop-
ment. His vision for a prosperous and demo-
cratic Kazakhstan will be a beacon to other
nations in the region.

Madam Speaker, recently | had a very in-
formative and productive meeting with H.E.
Kanat Saudabayev, Kazakhstan Ambassador
to the United States. | share his optimism for
the future of Kazakhstan and the growing stra-
tegic partnership between our two nations.
Kazakhstan has proven itself as our firm ally
and partner, and our bilateral relationship
based on common values is strong as ever.
The U.S.-Kazakhstan partnership in promoting
nonproliferation, combating terrorism, securing
peace and stability for Afghanistan and Iraq is
exemplary. We are grateful for Kazakhstan's
support and friendship.

| strongly believe we should assist
Kazakhstan as it continues to pursue a pro-
gram of economic and democratic reform for it
is in our Nation’s best interest to have an eco-
nomically strong and democratically developed
Kazakhstan in this region of vital importance.

————————
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Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today as a
cosponsor of the Water Quality Investment Act
and strongly urge lts passage.
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Many communities in my district, such as
the city of Monmouth, have severe capacity
issues with their wastewater treatment sys-
tems. Several of these communities are rural
but are experiencing new growth and cannot
afford to expand their wastewater systems or
update their antiquated and deteriorating facili-
ties. The overflow of sewer systems can
cause untreated waste to run into streets,
basements, rivers and lakes, posing obvious
health, safety and environmental problems.

Additionally, 772 municipalities across the
country, the majority having fewer than 10,000
people, have combined sewer systems. These
systems partially separate sewage and
stormwater runoff and are extremely vulner-
able to sewer overflows during periods of peak
rainfall. The EPA estimates that each year,
overflows from combined sewer systems dis-
charge about 850 billion gallons of wastewater
and storm water containing untreated waste,
toxic debris, and other pollutants into the envi-
ronment.

It is imperative that we help localities im-
prove their sewer infrastructure for the health
and safety of their residents and to meet their
obligations under the Clean Water Act.

The Water Quality Investment Act would au-
thorize $1.8 billion in federal grants over five
years to municipalities for sewer overflow con-
trol and improved infrastructure. This new
funding is a good first step toward addressing
the EPA’s estimated sewer overflow control
costs of over $150 billion.

This legislation is supported by the National
Association of Clean Water Agencies, which
services the majority of Americans, and the
Water Infrastructure Network, a broad-based
coalition of environmental, conservation, mu-
nicipal, public health, engineering, construc-
tion, and energy groups.

| again urge my colleagues to vote for this
bipartisan legislation. Sewer system overflows
are a public health risk with the biggest threat
occurring in smaller communities that cannot
finance the modernization of their systems.
We are obligated to help these communities
protect their citizens, which is why we must
pass this bill.
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Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, it
is my great honor to rise before you today to
salute a man who has spent many years
working toward bettering the quality of life in
the State of Maryland. Sadly, after almost a
half-century serving the citizens of the great
State of Maryland, J. Joseph Curran has re-
tired from public office.

1. Joseph Curran, Jr., served as Attorney
General of Maryland from 1987 to 2007. Mr.
Curran was born in West Palm Beach, Florida,
on July 7, 1931. He attended Baltimore paro-
chial schools, Loyola High School, the Univer-
sity of Baltimore, and the University of Balti-
more School of Law. Mr. Curran served in the
U.S. Air Force during the Korean conflict, with
duty in Japan and Korea.

Attorney General Curran began his career in
public service in 1958 when he was elected to
the House of Delegates as a law student. In
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